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SUMMARY  OF  REPORT. 


Area 

1,154  Acres. 

Population,  1 901 — 2,366. 

. . . 

4,000. 

Height  above  Sea  Level 

. . . 

120  to  300  feet. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

40*  per  1000  p.a. 

Death  Rate 

•  •  • 

9* 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

•25  per  1000  of  population. 

Respiratory 

r75  „ 

5  j 

Zymotic 

’25  „ 

Infantile  Mortality 

62*5  per 

1000  Births. 

Scavenging 

•  •  • 

...  By  Council. 

Nuisances  abated  during 

1909 

...  ...  41 

Number  of  Houses  (June  30th,  1910)  ...  684 

Do.  do.  completed  during  the  year  ending 

June  30th,  1910  about  37. 


THURNSCOE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

1910. 


MEDICAL  OFFICER’S  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Thurnscoe 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  third  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  your  district, 
together  with  the  statistical  tables  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1910. 

The  Statistics  you  will  find  remarkable,  and  I  have  little 
hestitation  in  saying  that  they  will  compare  very  favourably  with — 
and  probably  come  out  better  than — those  of  any  similar  district. 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES.— The  Township  ot  Thurnscoe 
is  rather  a  straggling  one,  extending  about  one  mile  in  length,  and 
consisting  of  an  East  and  a  West  portion.  The  West  or  older 
part — some  120  feet  above  the  sea  level — is  situated  on  a  shallow 
basin  of  land  running  East  and  West  between  higher  lands  on  its 
North  and  South  borders.  The  subsoil  is  a  heavy  clay.  A  small 
brook  runs  along  the  South  side  of  the  village  and  serves  as  a 
carrier  of  a  good  part  of  the  surface  water. 

The  Eastern  part  is  rather  higher  situated,  but  here  again  a 
clay  subsoil  predominates. 

Some  twenty  years  ago  the  district  was  a  purely  agricultural 
one,  and  had  a  population  of  only  217.  In  the  Autumn  of  1892 
the  Hickleton  Main  Colliery  Company  started  sinking  operations 
in  the  parish,  and  as  a  result  the  population  rapidly  increased,  and 
the  aspect  and  character  of  the  district  underwent  an  entire  change. 
Rapidly  developing,  we  find  in  1901  the  population  had  increased 
to  2,336 — nearly  all  of  these  being  dependent  upon  the  coal  mining 
industry  for  a  livelihood.  During  the  last  decade  the  district  has 
steadily  progressed  and  the  population  has  almost  doubled  itself — 
the  estimation  at  the  present  moment  being  some  4,000.  The 
community  is  chiefly  a  youthful  working  class  one  with  a  large 
proportion  of  children  and  a  comparatively  small  proportion  of 
elderly  people. 

The  houses  have  nearly  all  been  built  during  the  past  15 
years  and  are  chiefly  two  storey  brick  buildings,  built  ip  rows. 
These,  on  the  whole,  are  superior  to  the  usual  colliery  village  type 
of  house,  and  are  mostly  four-roomed  houses,  with  back  and  front 
entrances — many  possessing  cellars,  and  a  good  proportion  attic 
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rooms.  During  the  last  few  years  one  is  pleased  to  notice  a 
tendency  to  build  better  class  and  larger  houses  with  W.C’s. 
adjoining — thus  doing  away  with  the  objectionable  privy  midden. 
Many  of  these  houses  are  located  about  mid-Thurnscoe  and  with 
the  cricket  and  recreation  ground  in  their  midst,  and  plenty  of  open 
space  behind,  compare  very  favourably  with  the  much  lauded 
village  type  of  house.  The  back  yards  in  many  cases  are  not  so 
well  finished  as  one  would  like — a  minimum  of  paving  or  asphalt¬ 
ing  having  been  done  and  the  remainder  of  the  yards  filled  up  with 
loose  cinder,  which  has  now  become  hard  and  worn,  allowing  water 
to  collect  during  rainy  weather.  In  very  few  cases  has  any  attempt 
been  made  to  drain  these  yards.  I  am  pleased  to  say  the  Council 
have  taken  notice  of  this  and  several  landlords  have  received  notice 
to  have  these  put  in  order  at  once.  With  the  new  1907  P.H.A. 
Amendment  Act  likely  to  come  in  force  shortly  such  grievances 
will  cease  to  exist  in  the  early  future.  Covered  ashpits  with  privy 
middens  adjoining,  are  almost  universal  in  the  district,  but  one 
hopes  that  in  the  near  future  these  ‘‘  abominations  ”  will  be 
gradually  got  rid  of.  The  ashpits  m  a  large  number  of  cases  are 
leaky,  and  the  roofs  allow  of  the  entrance  of  rain  water,  which  later 
permeates  and  pollutes  the  adjoining  subsoil.  During  the  hot 
summer  season  these  privy  middens  are  a  great  nuisance,  and 
require  regular  and  frequent  attention  on  the  part  of  the  scavenging 
department. 

As  I  have  previously  pointed  out — the  vile  decoction  which 
is  generated  therein  during  the  hot  months  is  a  fruitful  cause  of 
diarrhoea  and  other  summer  complaints  ;  being  carried  indoors  by 
flies,  &c.,  polluting  milk,  meat,  and  other  articles  of  diet.  There 
can  be  no  doubt  that  these  middens  have  a  great  and  evil  influence 
on  the  Infantile  Death  Rate,  and  our  exceptionally  favourable 
Infantile  Death  Rate  of  this  year  I  largely  attribute  to  the  very 
excellent  attention  given  to  these  by  the  Scavenging  Staff. 

The  cool  season  undoubtedly  had  a  very  benficial  influence  on 
Infantile  sickness,  but  it  would  hardly  be  right  not  to  give  some 
credit  to  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department. 

During  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910,  much  impor¬ 
tant  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Council.  Amongst  other 
things  may  be  mentioned  : — 

1.  Byelaws  relating  to  New  Streets  and  Buildings,  Nuisances, 

Slaughter  Houses,  Hackney  Carriages,  Cleansing  of 
Footways  and  Pavements,  Removal  of  House  Refuse, 
brought  into  force. 

2.  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Regulations  came  into 

force  March  1st,  191o. 
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3.  Amended  application  to  the  Local  Government  Board  for 

an  Order  under  Part  I.,  Section  3  of  the  P.H.  Acts 
Amendment  Act  asking  for  further  powers. 

4.  Extension  of  Main  Sewer,  Surface  Water  Drains,  and 

cleansing  Water  course. 

5.  Provision  of  additional  Allotments. 

6.  Reduction  of  Water  Closet  charges  and  re-arrangement  of 

water  charges. 

7.  Private  Street  Works,  Thurnscoe  East,  completed. 

Private  Street  Works,  George  Street,  Back  Roads, 
have  been  authorised  and  will  be  carried  out  at  an  early 
date. 

8.  Footpath  improvements  throughout  the  district. 

9.  Extensive  alterations  at  Sewage  Outfall  Works,  provision 

of  Slate  Beds  and  new  Primary  and  Second  Contact 
Beds. 

Probably  the  most  important  of  these  from  the  public  point 
of  view  is  the  provision  of  very  excellent  stone  footpaths  through¬ 
out  the  entire  village. 

The  condition  of  the  Footpaths  for  some  years  past  during 
the  rainy  season  has  been  deplorable — owing  to  the  excessive  foot 
traffic  entailed  by  hundreds  of  workmen  daily  going  to  and  coming 
from  work.  Children  can  now  reach  School  with  warmer  and 
much  drier  feet  than  has  been  possible  for  many  years,  and  I  have 
no  doubt  this  will  result  in  an  improved  School  attendance,  as  well 
as  a  diminished  amount  of  sickness  of  childhood  during  the  winter 
months. 

From  the  Council’s  point  of  view  the  most  important  work 
carried  out  during  the  year,  and  that  which  has  given  rise  to  no 
small  amount  of  anxiety,  has  been  the  important  alterations  carried 
out  at  the  Sewage  Outfall  Works.  In  my  report  of  last  year  I 
expressed  a  hope  that — after  the  great  amount  of  work  and  money 
expended  by  the  Council — the  results  would  prove  relatively  satis¬ 
factory.  However,  this  was  not  to  be,  and  before  the  year  was  far 
advanced  it  was  found  necessary  to  call  in  Mr.  Dibdin  of  London 
for  expert  ”  advice  to  improve  and  rectify  matters.  All  his 
recommendations  have  been  carried  out  and  the  work  is  now  almost 
completed.  The  effluent  is  at  present  very  much  improved  and 
on  completion  of  the  work  will  no  doubt  prove  quite  satisfactory 
and  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  W.R.  Rivers  Board. 

POPULATION. — As  already  stated,  I  calculate  that  at  the 
end  of  June,  1910,  the  population  was  about  4,000.  At  that  date 
37  new  houses  had  been  erected  in  the  district.  A  slight  amount 
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of  overcrowding  still  prevails,  and  there  are  a  few  instances  of  two 
families  residing  in  one  house.  No  doubt  this  condition  will  remedy 
itself  shortly,  as  houses  become  more  plentiful  in  the  district. 

BIRTHS. — 160  Births  were  registered  during  the  past  year 
in  your  district,  viz:  81  males  and  79  females.  This  gives  a 
Birth-rate  of  40'  per  1000  per  annum  as  against  24'8  for  England 
and  Wales — the  latter  being  the  smallest  figure  ever  recorded. 
Four  of  the  births  were  illegitimate,  i.e.,  1  in  every  40  births. 

DEATHS. —  During  the  year  36  deaths  were  registered,  20 
males  and  16  females,  which,  after  adding  3  deaths  which  occured 
in  institutions  outside  the  district,  gives  a  death-rate  of  975  per 
1000  per  annum,  against  13*4  for  England  and  Wales.  The  last 
figure  is  also  the  lowest  on  record  so  that  your  district  comes  out 
Very  favourably  indeed.  Only  10  deaths  were  under  one  year,  and 
of  these  4  died  during  the  first  month  of  life.  6  died  between  one 
and  five,  4  between  five  and  fifteen,  3  between  fifteen  and  twenty- 
five,  10  between  twenty-five  and  sixty-five,  and  6  at  sixty-five  and 
upwards. 

2  deaths  were  due  to  Premature  Birth,  3  to  Pneumonia,  2  to 
Diarrhoea,  1  to  Consumption,  1  other  Tubercular  affections,  4 
Bronchitis,  1  Typhoid,  3  Heart  Disease,  and  5  from  other  causes, 
4  accidental  deaths  occurred  during  the  year,  and  1  suicide.  I  am 
pleased  to  say  that  no  death  occurred  from  Cancer  or  malignant 
disease  during  the  year. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— The  Infantile  Mortality  is 
exceptionally  good  for  a  district  such  as  ours,  i.e.,  a  colliery  district 
where  privy  middens  are  general,  being  only  40'  per  1000  Births 
registered  (as  against  106  for  England  and  Wales.) 

In  making  a  few  remarks  while  dealing  with  the  Infantile 
Mortality,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  do  better  than  emphasise  some 
of  the  remarks  I  have  already  made  in  past  years. 

Where  Dwellings  are  crowded  together  and  built  in  long 
parallel  rows  with  a  double  row  of  obnoxious  privy  middens 
between,  depriving  the  back  yards  of  the  free  circulation  of  sun¬ 
shine  and  fresh  air,  one  naturally  expects  an  extraordinary 
prevalence  of  Infantile  Sickness — especially  Diarrhoea — during  the 
summer  months. 

This  has  been  our  experience  in  past  years,  and  I  am  pleased 
to  say  the  Council  have  appreciated  the  fact  and  have  done  all  that 
lay  in  their  power  to  procure  a  better  Sanitary  environment.  The 
frequent  attention  given  to  the  privy  midden  during  the  past  season 
has  no  doubt  conduced  to  a  much  decreased  Infantile  Death-rate. 
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Much  may  also  be  done  on  the  part  of  the  individual  to 
lessen  the  Infantile  sickness.  One  cannot  ignore  the  fact  that 
much  harm  is  done  and  many  lives  are  lost  through  lack  of  fore¬ 
thought  and  proper  care  on  the  part  of  mothers. 

Early  marriages  of  the  unfit  physically,  and  of  the  unfit  from 
lack  of  proper  domestic  training,  result  in  an  undue  proportion  of 
infants  with  inherited  or  acquired  weakness.  The  inherited  weak¬ 
ness  one  can  not  so  well  deal  with,  but  the  acquired  is  the  result 
nearly  always  of  carlesness  and  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the 
mother.  The  majority  of  these  children  are  artificially  fed  and  one 
experiences  great  difficulty  in  impressing  on  the  mothers  the  great 
necessity  there  is  for  proper  and  careful  feeding.  The  feeding 
bottles  very  often  do  not  receive  proper  attention.  These  are  left 
lying  about  after  use,  instead  of  being  immediately  cleansed  and 
left  soaking  in  boiling  water  until  required  again.  The  old 
fashioned  slipper-shaped  bottle  with  rubber  reat  only  is  still  the 
best,  as  it  can  be  so  readily  cleansed.  The  more  modern  type  of 
bottle  with  the  long  rubber  tube  is  undoubtedly  responsible  for 
much  stomach  trouble  at  all  times  and  diarrhoea  during  the  summer 
months  and  ought  never  to  be  used,  as  it  is  impossible  to  keep  it 
at  all  clean. 

The  milk  also  requires  careful  handling.  This  ought  to  be 
kept  in  vessels  which  have  been  properly  scalded  and  then  turned 
upside  down  when  not  in  use.  During  the  summer  months  the 
milk  requires  to  be  kept  in  the  coolest  place  in  the  house  with  a 
wet  cloth  round  the  vessel.  The  evaporation  of  the  water  will 
tend  to  keep  the  milk  cool. 

Cleanliness  outside  the  dwelling,  and  Domestic  Cleanliness 
indoors,  with  careful  feeding,  will  do  much  to  cut  down  the  preval¬ 
ence  of  Infantile  Sickness  during  the  Summer  Season. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — We  have  been  again  favoured 
in  regard  to  infectious  diseases.  It  is  quite  probable  that  we  may 
have  to  suffer  for  this  in  the  near  future — for  there  is  always  in  a 
district  such  as  ours  a  great  number  of  susceptible  children  growing 
up  each  year,  who  form  a  suitable  soil  for  the  propagation  of 
infectious  disease.  During  the  year  25  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
were  notified — a  fairly  good  record — 17  were  Scarlet  Eever,  6 
Diphtheria,  and  2  Typhoid  Fever. 

It  would  be  rather  interesting  to  know  to  what  extent  the 
Picture  Shows  are  responsible  for  the  dissemination  of  Infectious 
Disease.  I  strongly  suspect  that  both  Whooping  Cough  and 
Scarlet  Fever  were  introduced  into  our  district  from  this  source. 
There  are  no  Main  Roads  in  our  district,  and  Thurnscoe  has 
remained  to  a  great  extent  isolated  for  a  number  of  years.  It  has 
frequently  in  the  past  been  noticed  how  clear  we  have  remained 
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from  Infectious  disease  while  other  adjoining  districts  suffered. 
This  no  doubt  was  due  to  the  town  being  weii  removed  from  the 
Main  Road  and  the  fact  that  few  children  came  into  the  township 
from  adjoining  districts.  With  the  advent  of  popular  picture  shows 
resulting  in  children  from  various  districts  freely  mixing  together 
things  are  now  different,  and  I  anticipate  a  more  frequent  occurence 
of  Infectious  Disease  in  future. 

MEASLES. — During  the  month  of  December  2  or  3  cases 
of  Measles  appeared  in  our  midst,  but  the  disease  did  not  spread 
to  any  extent,  due  to  the  fact  that  we  suffered  very  severely  from 
this  affection  some  three  years  previously. 

DIPHTHERIA. — We  had  6  cases  of  Diphtheria  during 
the  year.  None  of  these  were  removed  to  the  Hospital.  All 
received  Antitoxin  early  and  made  good  recoveries. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — Two  cases  occurred  during  the  year. 
The  first  case  came  from  Swinton  with  the  disease  in  a  severe 
form  and  I  regret  to  say  this  terminated  fatally  some  days  after 
removal  to  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital.  The  other  case  was  also 
a  very  severe  one  but  ultimately  recovered.  The  infection  in  this 
case  was  probably  absorbed  by  the  man  whilst  at  work  in  the  Pit. 
Several  other  cases  in  an  adjoining  district  originated  in  the  same 
way,  possibly  from  the  same  source.  It  is  just  a  question  whether 
it  would  not  be  advisable  in  future  to  have  all  persons  who  have 
suffered  from  this  complaint  examined  before  resuming  work  in 
the  mine.  The  custom  underground  is  for  miners  to  retire  some 
distance — usually  to  the  “  gob  ”  where  the  coal  has  been  worked — 
for  the  purpose  of  defaection.  The  faeces  left  here  soon  becomes 
covered  up.  and  are  not  likely  to  prove  a  source  of  future  trouble. 
On  the  other  hand  no  precaution  whatever  is  taken  during 
micturition.  The  urine  is  usually  voided  where  the  man  works. 
This  may  contain  Infection  in  the  case  of  a  man  who  has  had  the 
complaint,  and  one  can  understand  that  with  the  heat  generated  at 
the  coal  face  the  urine  is  quickly  dried  [up  and  any  infection 
present  mixes  with  the  dust  Jand  air  where  the  men  are  working 
and  is  readily  absorbed. 

INFANTILE  DIARRHCEA. — Our  district  was  well 
favoured  as  regards  this  disease.  It  hardly  assumed  epidemic  form. 
This  in  a  large  measure  was  due  to  the  cooler  season,  but  also  to 
the  excellent  attention  given  to  the  emptying  of  the  privy  middens. 

PULMONARY  TUBERCLE  OR  CONSUMPTION 
was  accountable  tor  only  one  death — an  adult.  This  gives  a 
death-rate  from  Consumption  of  ‘25  per  1000,  which  is  much  under 
the  average  for  the  West  Riding.  The  infection  in  these  cases  is 
contained  in  the  “  spit  ” — hence  the  danger  of  allowing  public 
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spitting,  where  the  material  may  dry  up,  and  later  be  carried  by 
air,  etc.,  to  finally  gain  access  to  and  develop  in  a  weakened  lung 
or  elsewhere. 

Other  Tubercular  Diseases  caused  1  death. 

During  the  month  of  October,  with  the  Chairman  and  the 
Clerk,  I  attended  a  Conference  at  Leeds  re  the  advisability  of 
providing  a  Sanatorium  for  the  treatment  of  Consumption  in  the 
W.  Riding.  We  supported  the  C.C.  in  this  matter  and  I  feel  sure 
we  were  right  in  doing  so.  One  can  understand  how  unfavourable 
our  surroundings  are  here  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases.  Our 
houses  are  none  too  bright  and  cheerful,  they  are  crowded  together 
and  also  frequently  overcrowded  with  dwellers.  Our  atmos¬ 
phere  is  also  far  from  an  ideal  one,  being  abnormally  smoky  and 
dusty,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  the  pure  bracing  fresh  air  nec¬ 
essary  for  the  healing  of  pulmonary  affections. 

RESPIRATORY  DISEASES  caused  7  deaths.  Pneu¬ 
monia  (including  Broncho-Pneumonia)  3,  Bronchitis  4.  This 
gives  a  death  rate  of  1’7  per  1000.  This  is  under  the  average  for 
the  West  Riding.  Two  of  the  Pneumonias  were  of  the  Catarrhal 
type  in  children.  A  great  many  of  these  cases,  in  my  opinion, 
follow  an  ordinary  cold  or  Bronchitis,  and  in  many  cases  are 
induced  by  sleeping  the  poorly  children  in  cold  unheated  rooms. 
Parents  are  not  sufficiently  careful  in  this  respect,  frequently 
having  a  child  all  day  in  a  warm  overheated  kitchen  transferred  to 
an  icy  cold  bedroom  at  night. 

CANCER. — I  am  pleased  to  say  we  have  had  no  death  from 
this  much  dreaded  malady  during  the  past  year,  and  we  have  been 
much  favoured  in  this  respect  for  some  years  past. 

WATER  SUPPLY. — The  water  supply  to  the  district  is 
derived  from  the  Barnsley  Corporation  Reservoirs  by  way  of 
Hemsworth,  and  is  of  excellent  quality,  and  much  softer  than  the 
water  obtained  in  our  own  district.  The  supply  has  been  fairly 
constant  throughout  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. — Our  scavenging  has  been  very  efficiently 
done  by  the  Council’s  own  workmen  during  the  past  year,  and 
special  attention  was  given  during  the  summer  months  to  the 
“privy  middens.  As  already  stated,  I  am  of  opinion  that  this,  in 
conjunction  with  the  cooler  season,  had  much  to  do  with  the  non- 
epedemicity  of  Summer  Diarrhoea. 

BACK  YARDS. — These  are  fairly  well  kept,  but  your 
Surveyor  and  myself  have  some  difficulty  in  preventing  people 
from  keeping  fowls  and  pigeons  in  them.  Many  of  the  yards 
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require  paving  and  draining.  Some  have  received  and  others  are 
receiving  attention,  and  I  trust  that  in  the  near  future  all 
the  yards  in  our  district  will  be  finished  with  good  asphalt  or  brick 
and  well  drained.  I  should  like  to  see  the  roofs  of  privy  middens 
kept  in  better  repair,  so  preventing  rain  gaining  entrance  ;  also 
more  care  shown  on  the  part  of  tenants,  some  of  whom  do  not 
hestitate — when  no  one  is  about — to  throw  slops  and  other  liquids 
inside.  I  notice  that  many  of  ihe  privies  require  pointing. 

ALLOTMENTS.— These  are  fairly  well  kept  and  a  great 
boon  to  many.  It  seems  a  pity  that  these  gardens  cannot  be  more 
pleasing  in  appearance.  The  unsightly  pig  styes  do  not  receive 
sufficient  attention  and  they  are  in  nearly  all  cases  badly  drained. 
The  Council  have  very  wisely  restricted  the  area  of  timber  display 
and  limited  the  odouriferous  surface  to  16  square  yards.  It  is 
hoped  that  this  will  be  strictly  adhered  to. 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS.— These  have  been  in¬ 
spected  and  were  found  fairly  satisfactory,  but  in  most  cases 
markedly  deficient  in  ventilation,  air  space  and  lighting.  During 
the  year  a  new  cowshed  has  been  erected  at  Mr.  Taylor’s  farm 
which  in  nearly  all  respects  is  an  ideal  one.  Ventilation,  lighting, 
&c.,  are  perfect,  and  after  inspecting  the  very  ancient  sheds  and 
makeshifts  called  Cow  Houses  one  experiences  a  feeling  of  pleasure 
and  satisfaction  in  visiting  them.  May  we  see  more  of  such  model 
Cow  Sheds  in  our  district  before  long. 

Once  again  one  has  to  complain  of  the  very  filthy  condition 
of  some  of  the  Milk  Cows.  Only  at  one  shed  visited  (Mrs.  Field’s) 
does  regular  attention  seem  to  be  given  to  grooming  the  cows. 
The  hind  quarters  of  many  of  the  cattle  seen  were  fairly  plastered 
with  dung,  some  of  which  must  gain  entrance  to  the  milk  in 
the  process  of  milking.  1  sincerely  trust  that  more  attention  will 
be  given  to  this  important  matter  in  future. 

It  seems  strange  that  time  and  attention  in  this  respect  is 
readily  given  to  horses,  yet  the  cow — a  much  more  important 
animal  being  a  universal  provider— goes  utterly  neglected. 

My  advice  to  consumers  is  only  to  purchase  milk  where  the 
cows  and  cowsheds  are  known  to  be  kept  clean.  I  may  say  that 
any  milk  which  deposits  a  sediment  after  standing  over  two  hours 
is  indicative  of  dirty  habits  on  the  part  of  the  dairyman,  and  this 
could  be  entirely  prevented  by  due  care  and  cleaner  handling. 

Samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  one  or  two  occasions  for 
examination  for  Tubercle  Bacillus  with  negative  result. 

I  am  pleased  to  record  that  the  Council  has  unanimously 
decided  to  have  all  the  cows  examined  which  supply  milk  to  our 
district,  by  a  qualified  Veterinary  Surgeon.  This  will  be  carried 
out  twice  yearly  and  arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  Tuber¬ 
culin  test  to  be  carried  out  where  deemed  necessary. 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. — The  six  slaughter  houses  have 
been  duly  inspected  on  different  occasions  and  were  found  fairly 
satisfactory  and  clean.  The  one  taken  exception  to  last  year  has  now 
been  put  in  order.  I  trust  that  in  the  near  future  legislation  will 
provide  for  the  abolition  of  these  private  slaughter  houses.  A 
public  Abattoir,  with  regular  inspection  of  animals  killed  and  sold 
for  consumption  in  our  district  is  quite  as  necessary — perhaps 
more  so — as  the  inspection  of  Dairy  Cattle.  So  long,  as  at 
present,  no  provision  is  made  for  inspection  at  times  of  slaughter¬ 
ing,  and  non-inspected  meat  is  allowed  to  come  into  the  township, 
we  may  be  prepared  for  questionable  carcases  being  offered  for 
sale. 

SCHOOLS. — These  have  been  inspected  and  are  well 
lighted  and  ventilated.  The  walls  have  received  attention  since 
the  time  of  my  last  annual  report  and  are  now  clean  and  bright. 
The  floors  also  are  much  cleaner,  and  are  receiving  better  attention 
on  the  part  of  the  caretaker.  The  drinking  water  was  again  found 
turned  off.  On  enquiry  I  find  it  is  usual  only  to  have  the  water  on 
at  intervals.  I  do  not  consider  this  satisfactory  and  advise  that 
one  tap  be  left  on  at  all  times  in  each  department. 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS.— There  are  only 
two  workshops  in  the  district  to  my  knowledge,  and  those  have 
been  visited  and  found  satisfactory. 

In  concluding  my  report,  I  must  again  congratulate  the 
Council  on  the  great  amount  of  good  work  which  has  been  done 
during  the  past  year.  Much,  still  remains  to  be  done.  Amongst 
other  things — one  would  like  to  see  the  gradual  removal  of  the 
worst  privy  middens  in  the  more  crowded  areas.  It  seems  a  pity 
that  W.C’s  and  Coal  Houses  cannot  be  built  close  up  to  or  part  of 
the  dwelling — thus  allowing  an  open  yard  clear  from  all 
obstruction.  How  much  healthier  and  more  pleasant  our  district 
would  be  could  we  remove  these  long  double  rows  of  coal  houses 
and  privy  middens  ?  God’s  sunlight  and  fresh  air — nature’s  dis¬ 
infectant  and  best  of  scavengers — could  then  have  a  chance  of 
doing  their  work,  and  I  feel  sure  that  this  would  conduce  to  a  much 
happier  and  healthier  existence.  Why  not  have  the  backs  of  our 
houses  as  open  as  the  front  and  equally  free  from  obstruction  ? 
There  is  nothing  to  hinder  this — and  it  ought  to  be  compulsory 
where  houses  are  crowded  together  in  long  rows  with  limited  yard 
area  behind.  I  suppose  the  attainment  of  this  condition  of  things 
is  a  long  way  removed  and  almost  too  much  to  hope  for.  We  must, 
however,  try  to  make  the  best  of  things  as  they  at  present  are,  and 
one  trusts  that  in  the  near  future  all  our  back  yards  will  be  prop¬ 
erly  bricked  or  asphalted  and  thoroughly  drained  and  kept  as  open 
as  possible. 
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I  wish,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  the  kindness,  courtesy,  and 
assistance  which  I  have  received  from  them  at  all  times  during 
the  past  year. 

My  best  thanks  are  also  due  to  Mr.  Hawksworth  and  Mr. 
Idigginbottom  for  their  able  help  at  all  times. 

To  Dr.  Malcolm  also  I  must  again  tender  my  thanks  for  the  . 
able  way  be  has  worked  with  me  for  the  health  and  welfare  of  the 
district. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

I  Yours  faithfully, 

WILLIAM  CRAIK. 

Goldthorpe, 

February  7th ,  1910. 


TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1910  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1910. 
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Total  available  beds,  68.  Number  of  diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated  4. 

Isolation  Hospital :  Doncaster  and  Mexborough  Joint  Hospital,  near  Conisborough. 
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TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at  Death  during  Year  1910. 
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Infantile  Mortality  during  the  Year  1910, 
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Births  in  the  year  :  Legitimate,  156;  Illegitimate,  4. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  39. 

Deaths  in  the  Year  of  Legitimate  Infants,  9  ;  Illegitimate  Infants,  1, 
Population  :  Estimated  to  middle  of  1910,  4,000, 


THURNSCOE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

1910. 


SURVEYOR  AND  NUISANCE  INSPECTOR’S 
ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Thurnscoe 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Second 
Annual  Report  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910. 

ROADS  AND  STREETS.  The  length  of  your  Highways 
are  as  follows  : — 

District  Roads  -  4  miles,  6  furlongs,  88  yards. 

Back  Roads  -  1  mile  0  furlongs  83  yards. 

There  are  no  Main  Roads  in  your  District,  the  above 
figures  represent  the  length  of  District  Roads  and  Back  Roads 
repairable  by  the  Council. 

We  have  repaired  with  Macadam  a  length  of  785  yards  of 
Road  in  Houghton  Lane,  250  yards  in  Shepherd  Lane,  205  yards 
in  Bolton  Lane,  and  8  yards  in  High  Street. 

We  have  put  on  the  Roads  250  Tons  2jin.  Furnace  Slag, 
150  Tons  3in.  Furnace  Slag,  and  130  Tons  ljin.  Granite,  the 
latter  has  been  used  for  patching  purposes.  In  addition  to  the 
above  we  have  carted  from  the  Sewerage  Works  238  Tons  2jin. 
Furnace  Slag  and  13  Tons  of  Screenings,  this  quantity  has  also 
been  put  on  the  Roads. 

The  asphalted  Back  Roads  have  been  also  repaired  during 
the  year. 

FOOTPATHS.  During  the  year,  practically  all  the  Foot¬ 
paths  have  been  flagged,  kerbed,  and  channelled  with  Brighouse 
Stone,  and  the  average  width  of  same  is  6  feet.  Three  Road 
improvements  have  been  carried  out,  during  the  making  of  the 
Footpaths,  two  in  Back  Lane,  and  one  in  Lidgett  Lane  near  to 
the  Colliery  Offices.  The  land  for  this  purpose  has  been  gener¬ 
ously  given  by  the  Rev.  T.  T.  Taylor,  M.A.,  Lord  of  the  Manor 
of  Thurnscoe,  and  Viscount  Halifax  of  Hickleton. 
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The  following  work  has  been  carried  out  at  Thurnscoe 
East  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  and  much  more  is 
expected  to  be  done  during  the  coming  year. 

136  yards  of  Street,  36  feet  wide. 

267  yards  of  Street,  18  feet  wide. 

196  yards  of  Back  Road,  9  feet  wide. 

SEWERAGE.  Many  improvements,  additions  and  altera¬ 
tions,  have  been  carried  out  at  the  Outfall  Works  at  considerable 
expense,  and  it  is  now  expected  that  a  satisfactory  effluent  will  be 
obtained.  Three  new  Valve  Chambers  and  Valves  have  been  put 
in  the  Storm  Water  overflow  area.  The  bottom  of  Detritus  Tank 
has  been  raised  9  inches  and  new  valve  fixed  to  same.  Two  new 
Sludge  Filters  have  been  constructed  and  fitted  with  Clinker,  and 
a  carrier  has  been  formed  from  Detritus  Tank  to  these  filters. 
Two  new  Valves  have  been  fixed  in  the  Sludge  Filters, 
and  a  6in.  drain  laid  from  same  to  No.  8  fine  Contact  bed.  The 
3  old  Precipitation  Tanks  have  been  raised  2  feet  9  inches,  and 
converted  into  Dibdin’s  Slate  Beds,  and  in  addition  to  these,  3 
entirely  new  Slate  beds  have  been  erected  2  feet  4  inches  deep, 
making  6  in  all.  In  connection  with  the  Slate  Beds  2  new 
Humus  Beds  have  been  constructed  'with  Carriers,  Valves,  etc. 
These  Beds  have  been  filled  with  small  clinker.  The  old  First 
Contact  Beds,  4  in  number,  have  been  emptied  and  the  material 
has  been  crushed  and  put  back  again  fin.  to  fin.  in  size,  the 
Carrier  to  these  Beds  has  been  lowered  3  feet  and  4  new  Hand 
Stops  put  in  the  same.  The  whole  of  these  beds  have  been 
underdrained  with  Slate.  Four  entirely  new  First  Contact  beds 
have  been  constructed  with  new  Carriers,  Valve  Chambers, 
Valves  and  Handstops.  These  beds  have  cement  concrete 
bottoms,  slate  batters,  and  slate  walks,  and  are  also  underdrained 
with  slate  and  filled  with  fin.  to  fin.  material  to  a  depth  of  1  foot 
9  inches. 

The  4  Second  Contact  beds  have  been  divided  into  8 
Contact  beds  and  cement  concrete  floors  put  in,  and  under¬ 
drained  with  slate.  Two  new  Valve  chambers  have  been  con¬ 
structed  and  4  new  valves  put  in,  and  10  new  Handstops  have 
heen  fixed  on  the  Carriers.  The  filtering  material  has  been  taken 
out  of  these  beds  twice  during  the  year,  and  4  beds  have  been 
filled  with  fin.  to  fin.  material.  Two  are  now  being  filled  with 
the  same  material  and  2  with  sand. 

Two  new  Valve  chambers  and  five  new  valves  have  been 
put  down  on  the  Fand  Beds,  and  six  land  beds  surface  drained 
with  Clinker  trenches  and  the  old  underdrains  cut  off.  The  land 
beds  have  been  dug  up  frequently  during  the  year  and  kept  in 
order,  and  are  doing  good  work. 
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The  Dyke  which  receives  the  effluent  has  been  cleaned  out 
for  a  length  of  109  chains  and  to  a  point  of  91  chains  below  the 
Sewage  Outfall  Works,  and  is  now  in  very  good  condition. 

SANITARY.  Number  of  inhabited  houses  including  27 
built  during  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1910  ...  694 

Number  of  Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  2 

Working  Men’s  Clubs  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Churches,  Schools,  Institute  Parish  Hall  ...  6 

There  are  46  Water  Closets  in  use,  13  of  these  having  been 
constructed  during  the  year. 

There  are  460  Privy  Middens,  19  Dry  Ashpits,  and  30 
Dust  Bins  in  use.  3,210  Privy  Middens,  1,039  Dust  Bins,  152 
Dry  Ashpits. have  been  emptied  during  the  year,  and  these  represent 
2,465  cart  loads  of  nightsoil,  and  646  cartloads  of  other  refuse. 
Most  of  the  nightsoil  has  been  carted  on  to  the  land,  garden 
allotments,  etc.,  and  the  remainder  to  the  tip  in  Clayton  Lane. 
The  dry  ashes  and  Bellcart  rubbish  has  been  carted  to  the  old 
quarry  in  Southfield  Lane. 

Improvements  have  been  made  to  several  Privy  Middens 
during  the  year,  and  generally  speaking  these  are  now  in  a  better 
sanitary  condition,  but  a  great  deal  more  is  necessary  in  this 
direction. 

NUISANCES  include  insanitary  privy  middens,  ashpits, 
back  yards,  pigs,  pigeons,  fowls,  etc.,  kept  so  as  to  be  a  nuisance, 
overcrowding,  defective  drains,  etc.  The  number  reported  is  41, 
and  all  those  have  been  abated,  22  have  been  remedied  under 
notices,  and  the  rest  either  by  correspondence  or  meeting  on  the 
site.  In  addition  to  the  above,  9  cases  of  overcrowding  have  been 
successfully  attended  to  during  the  year,  and  these  cases  are  not 
now  so  prevalent  as  previously. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  There  are  now  694  houses  supplied 
with  Barnsley  water  by  agreement  with  the  Hemsworth  Rural 
District  Council.  The  storage  reservoir,  situated  at  Knabbs  Hill, 
Clayton  Lane,  has  a  holding  capacity  of  123,0o0  gallons.  This  is 
equal  to  a  3  days’  supply. 

The  total  consumption  for  the  year  including  water  for  all 
purposes  is  13,171,000  gallons,  this  is  407,000  gallons  less  than 
the  previous  year.  The  average  consumption  per  head  per  day 
is  9.02  gallons,  being  li  gallons  per  head  per  day  less  than  last 
year. 
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We  have  had  the  Water  Mains  burst  four  times  during  the 
year.  These  received  early  attention.  With  one  or  two  other 
exceptions  the  supply  has  been  well  maintained  during  the  year. 
There  are  31  Meters  now  in  use. 

A  new  3  inch  main  has  been  laid  on  to  the  New  Houses 
being  erected  by  the  Barnsley  British  Co-operative  Society  and 
also  New  Hydrant  put  in.  New  Hydrant  boards,  Hydrants  and 
Valve  plates  have  been  fixed  throughout  the  district  where 
necessary,  and  a  pressure  gauge  is  about  to  be  fixed  at  the  house 
of  the  Water  Inspector  so  that  any  leakage,  or  loss  in  pressure 
may  be  at  once  detected. 

FIRE  BRIGADE.  The  Brigade  consists  of  Captain  and 
6  Firemen.  12  practices  have  taken  place  during  the  year.  I 
would  strongly  recommend  ihat  better  storage  be  provided  for  the 
fire  appliances  which  consist  of  4  hydrant  stands,  2  handcarts, 
4  jets,  4  keys,  and  440  yards  of  2^in.  hose  piping.  It  is  impossible 
to  keep  the  appliances  in  good  condition  under  existing  circum¬ 
stances. 

PLANS.  8  sets  of  drawings  for  new  buildings  have  been 
approved  by  the  Council  during  the  year. 


SLAUGHTER  HOUSES.  There  are  6  Slaughter  Houses 
in  use,  4  at  Thurnscoe  and  2  at  Thurnscoe  East.  They  all 
require  registering. 


LIGHTING.  There  are  73  lamps  in  use,  and  they  have 
all  incandescent  burners.  The  lighting  is  by  Gas,  under  contract 
with  the  Wath  and  Bolton  Gas  Board,  who  are  also  responsible 
for  the  lighting  and  cleaning  of  the  lamps,  etc.  The  pressure  of 
Gas  has  been  fairly  well  maintained,  but  further  improvement  is 
still  necessary. 


ALLOTMENTS. 


A. 

R. 

p. 

No.  of  Allotment. 

Gooseacre  Lane 

4 

1 

16 

48 

Shepherd  Lane 

1 

2 

28 

19 

Colliery  Sidings 

2 

0 

0 

22 

Garden  Village 

1 

3 

12 

22 

Total  A. 

9 

3 

16 

111 

* 
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The  Garden  Plots  vary  in  area  from  400  to  500  square 
yards.  Generally  speaking  the  gardens  are  kept  in  fairly  good 
condition,  but  I  regret  to  report  very  little  improvement  in  the, 
sanitary  condition  of  the  Pigstyes  at  the  Gooseacre  Lane 
Allotments. 

RECREATION  GROUND.  Thurnscoe  East.  Area, 
la.  3r.  lOp.  This  is  only  used  by  the  young  people  during  the 
summer  months,  and  is  in  a  very  rough  condition  and  not  very 
suitable  for  the  purpose. 

CEMETERY.  Area,  2a.  3r.  37p.  The  first  interment 
took  place  on  March  8th,  1902,  and  the  total  number  of  interments 


up  to  December  31st,  1910,  are  as  follows  : — 

v_  /  *'  •  j  * 

Consecrated  portion  "...  ...  399 

Unconsecrated  portion...  ...  60 

Still-born  Consecrated  portion  ...  68 

Still-born  Unconsecrated  portion  4 

Total  ...  531 


Number  of  Interments  taken  place  during  the  year  : — 


Still-born.  Under  1  year  1  to  12  years.  18  to  75  years.  Total 

8  11  10  19  48 

This  is  13  interments  less  than  last  year. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  1  interment  has  taken  place  in  the 
Churchyard  during  the  year. 


GENERAL.  Great  improvements  are  necessary  as  regards 
the  conditions  of  the  Main  Roads,  these  have  been  much  cut  up 
by  heavy  traffic  during  the  year,  are  practically  worn  through,  and 
need  getting  up  with  new  material  as  soon  as  possible. 

Several  important  improvements  are  necessary,  amongst 
these  are  the  widening  of  Thurnscoe  Bridge  Lane  (Bolton  Road). 
Taking  off  dangerous  corner  at  Bridge  over  Thurnscoe  Dyke 
(Bolton  Road).  Taking  off  dangerous  corner  at  bridge  boundary 
of  your  District,  Houghton  Lane.  These  to  my  mind  are  most 
important,  and  require  urgent  attention. 


I  am  pleased  to  report  that  the  principal  Field  Dykes  have 
been  cleaned  out,  100  chains  having  been  done  by  Mr.  Taylor. 
The  surface  water  gets  away  now  much  more  freely,  and  the 
Roads  and  Footpaths  have  benefited  thereby.  Other  improve¬ 
ments  are  still  going  on  in  this  direction. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council,  also  Officers,  for  the  kind  help  given 
to  me  at  all  times  during  the  year. 


I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

REGINALD  HIGGINBOTTOM, 


Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 


